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Incorporated under New York State Education Law

P.O. Box 1542, Stony Brook, New York 11790 
Phone: (631) 929-8725 Fax: (631) 929-6967

January 19, 2007

Dear Dendro Participants -

The final report on the dendro dating of the 7 East End houses has been completed and dates 
have been secured for 4 of them - Terry Mulford, the Old House, Home Sweet Home, and the 
Gardiner Brown house. The report will be sent to you as soon as Dr. Edward Cook of the 
Columbia University Lamont-Doherty Earth Sciences Lab has reviewed it, as it was a 
collaborative project with the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory.

It is a miracle that these dates could be established, as Long Island has ‘difficult’ white oaks - 
too much moisture and possibly standing water, which oaks do not like. So their rings are not the 
neat ones in areas with defined dry and wet seasons, but twisted, distorted, etc. Dan and Mick’s 
tenacity - it took three years, much more time than usual ~ and collaboration with Ed Cook and 
his databases which finally enabled the first climate information for eastern Long Island and the 
dating of these houses.

The Gardiner Brown house, which seemed unpromising because of its fire and much restoration, 
turned out to be the link enabling the dating of the others, and has a rare timbering record for the 
entire eastern seaboard. Each house had certain unique characteristics which you will find 
interesting. When more coring is done on the Island, it will be possible to date Mulford Farm 
and the Halsey House; Sylvester Manor requires more access to its principal timbers to be dated.

You all have played an important role in advancing scientific and historical knowledge of our 
Island. Congratulations!

We have a Power Point presentation of this story and will be happy to show it to any group who 
wishes it.

Our thanks to all of you -

Gaynell Stone, Ph.D. 
Museum Director
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124 • GAVE MUCH PROPERTY TO SAM

NO. 19.
No. 19, Capt. Samuel 4, John 3, David 2, John i, born 

, baptized Mar. 15, 1713 died May 24, 1729. 
Married Elizabeth Coit Nov. 8, 1720; born Mar. 22, 1704 

died oct. I, 1725.
She was the daughter of John & Mehitable (Chandler) 

Coit of New London.
John Coit was son of Dea:con Joseph & Martha (Hams) 

Coit. John Coit’s wife, Mehitable, was daughter of John 
& Elizabeth Chandler of Woodstock.

Deacon Joseph Coit was son of John & Mary (Jenners)
Cit of New London.

Deacon Joseph Coit’s wife, Martha, was daughter of 
Wm. & Edith Harris of Wethersfield.

—See Coit & Chandler Gen’ies.
His children were Nos. 37, 38.
“To Sam, he (meaning John 3) gave a great deal of 

property at E. H. & House & lot where Capt. Abm. G. now 
lives. All Minister James’ property in E. H., consisting of 
oneshare of Montauk, 12 acres Sam G— lot &c., &c. He 
gave 500 pounds for it.”—Mem’d Book, No. "j.

1721, Apl. 41 , ■ rr
Permitted to build his own pew in the Meeting House.

—E. H. Town Records Vol. I, p 115.
1721, Apl. I:
One of the Town Trustees; also in 1723, 1725.—E. H. 

Town Records, Vol. I, p ii5- 
1726:
One of the Town Assessors.—E. H. Town Records 

Vol. I, p 146.

GARDINERS OF GARDINER’S ISLAND . i

1726/7, Feb. 15:
One of the Trustees of Montauk.—E. H. Town Recor 

Vol. I, p 10.
For baptism see E. H. Church Records. Then adult. 
For wife’s and his deaths see E. H. Church Recor

which puts his May 25, 1727-
Both are buried in South End burying ground at E. H 
Their tombstones read as follows:
“Here lyeth the body of Capt. Sam 1 Gamar who 

ceased May 24 1729 aged 31 years.”
“Here lies bured ye body of Mrs. Elizabeth Gardi 

wife of Captn Samll Gardiner who dided October y( 
1725 in ye 22 year of her age.”

1737:
Mentioned in his father’s Will as deecased.

" NO. 20.
No. 20, Sarah 4, John 3, David 2, Lion i, bom i 

died Apl. 2, I744-
Married Charles Treat of Glastonbury, Conn., Oct. 

1727, born Feb. 25, 1695/6.
For marriage see E. H. Church Records.

Will of her father gives her 100 pounds; her daugl 
Dorythy, 150 pounds; her daughter, Sarah, 150 pounds 
her son, Jonathan, 150 pounds.

Charles Treat was son of Thomas & Dorothy (Bulk 
Treat of South Glastonbury.

Thomas Treat was son of Richard Treat.
Charles Treat graduated at Yale and was a minister
Their children were:
Sarah, bom Feb. 24, 1728/9.



82 LORD JOHN A GOOD FARMER

and made great improvements on the Islan.l,
u"' liver an.l

had much to do for the connections of his four wives Hr

He gave them, forhose times, large portions. Sam, he gave a great deal of 
property to at East Hampton. A house audit upl th 
place where Capt. Abm. G. now lives. He owned

he gave 500 ^unds m cash apeice. From his wives’ por
tion by merchandizing he acquired a very great property 
G^NoT Chaplain.”—See Mem’d Boo/ofL L

T probably visiting his so«iJoseph S. who lived at Groton. ng ms son

his death is correct
of David efh handwriting
»L Z K his tombstone in New London
He was buried in New London City.”



138 COL. GARDINER OWNED TWO BRIGS

He & Mary his Wife join the Church at E. H.—See E. 
H. Church Records.

1760 to 1770:
“Sag Harbor has opened a small trade with the West 

Indies. Col. Gardiner at that time owned and employed 
twfo brigs in that business.—See Paine’s L. I., p 208.

“David bought for his yovmgest son, Abraham, all the 
interest his cousin Sam had in E. H. He bought it of Sam, 
the merchant in N. L. when he was of age and who by ad
vice of Assemblyman Miller (who with David 4th were 
Executors of the Estate) set up as a merchant in N. London. 
David gave Sam, the merchant, 1570 pounds for his lands 
in E. H. He bought the estate of Col. Abm. G.’’

“Selah Pike says, “he is like his father.’’ Which means 
that Col. Abm. 5, resembles his father David 4th.—See 
Mem’d Book No. 7.

1771, Aug. 28:
Witness to Deed of Wm. Hedges to D. G. No. 6.—See it 

on Gardiner’s Island.
1774, June 17:
One of the committee on correspondence in relation to 

public affairs.—See Rev. Incidents Suffolk Co., p 14.
1774, July:
His letter to Jerusha G., No. 63.—See it on Gardincr’l 

Island.
1774, Sep. 7:
An Executor of his nephew D. G., No. 6.
1771, Mar. 29:
Letter of Dr. Jushua Lathrop of Norwich, Conn., calln 

him brother.—See it on Gardiner’s Island.
1771, Apl. 29:
Witness of Deed of Burnett Miller to D. G., No. 6.—Set 

it on Gardiner’s Island.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD of-

fate a miiiibcr of fine horses, also a herd of valu- 
^rdUTffihle Guernsc)- cattle. During his earlier vears

he asked nothing better than to ride behind sonic

the Atlantic on one side and Gardiner's Bav on 
the other. ^ nsfevs Sainuel 

Our subject was born April 6, 
present home of David J. Gardiner, whose place 
of residence was built by Col. Abraham Gardiner 
and later purchased by the father of our subject, j 
b\' name John Lyon Gardiner. During the War I 
of 1812 the latter was compelled to remove from 

,the island w'ith his family by order of the United 
States Government, and, taking up his abode in 
East Hampton, continued to live there until the 
establishment of peace, when he returned to the 
home of his fathers. Samuel B. Gardiner came 
to East Hampton to live about 1836. In the 
year 1861 he inherited the island on the death of 
his older brother, John G., who died unmarried. 
The latter had,come into the property on the death 
of his brother, David Johnson Gardiner, who had 
received it from his father, John Lyon, on his 
decease, November 22, 1816.

In 1861 our subject removed to Gardiner’s Is
land and made that place his home until 1881, 
when through sickness he moved to East Hamp
ton, where he died January 5, 1882. He had rep
resented his district in the State Assemblv and 
was of a cpiiet, retiring nature and an old-style 
gentleman, respected and honored by all who 
knew him. His wife, Mary Gardiner, was the 
daughter of Jonathan Thompson, of New York 
City. Her brother, David Thompson, was late 
President of the New York Life and Trust Com
pany for a number of years until he resigned on 
account of advancing age. The wife of our sub
ject lived until August 5, 1887, when she was 
called to her final rest.

David Johnson Gardiner, the eldest son of our 
subject and the eleventh of the family who have 
owned the island, w^as born March i, 1840, in the 
house where he now lives, and which, as we have 
referred to above, was built by Col. Abraham 
Gardiner in 1745. David J. is interested in vari
ous enterprises of importance, and, being strictly 
honorable and conscientious in the discharge of 
his various duties, possesses the confidence and 
respect of those who know him, but, having no 
taste for public life, has declined official positions. 
He is a lover of fine animals and has on his es-

of these fiery animals, Init he is now content to see 
them driven by those who make it their business. 
He also has on his place a number of full-blooded 
Ijuffaloes, some of which were secured from the 
farm of Buffalo Jones, of Nebraska, and from 
the far West.

H
enry HUNTTING was bom in South- 
old, Suffolk County, May 6, 1818. His 
ancestors of the same family name form 

a long line of worthy people. The earliest of the 
family in this country was John Huntting, who in 
September, 1638, came from England and set
tled at Dedham, Mass., where he died April 12, 
1682.

The latter’s son, who bore the same name, was 
a resident of the same place. His wife was Eliza
beth Payne, who belonged to a prominUit family 
of that beautiful Norfolk County town on the 
Charles River, thirteen miles from Boston. In 
this town their son Nathaniel was born on the 
15th of November, 1675. Y’hen he was eighteen 
years of age the young man vas graduated at 
Harvard College, after which he gave three years 
to preparation for the ministry of the gospel. In 
September, 1696, before he was twenty-one years 
of age, he succeeded the famous and reverend 
Thomas James, the earliest pastor of East Hamp
ton, as the minister of that large and important 
Puritan town. He was a diligent and faithful pas
tor; an orderly, energetic and capable man of 
affairs: a prosperous farmer, and a studious and 
accurate scholar. His sermons are written in 
pure and vigorous style, and are full of biblical 
teaching and practical application thereof. His 
writings are doubtless among the best existing 
sources of knowledge in respect to the condition 
of the East End of Long Island during the first 
half of the last century. He continued his pas
toral care until September, 1746, just fifty years 

I after he began to preach to tire people of East 
^ Hampton. His wife was Mary Green. They had

i8iq, at tlie

fe i <2



86 WILL OF DAVID GARDINER,. NO. 4
Item. I give and bequeath unto Mary Burrows the sum 

of forty pounds in York money.
CardT' ^ bequeath unto my beloved son John
Gardmer my Island lying in the County of Suffolk in tl,<- 
provmce of New York commonly cal Jand knf:^' ^ d’ :

nZ, ^ and after his decease to his
th PI r” ^^^ease of the said Eldest son (<.
contfnl'InTl

to thP H r of family

irl e o L J b'- "■■■
^ rnan^e of Gardmer and descend from my posterity.
vnl bequeath unto my said son John one
teem Lckh'” 7' ^"6 ;dl
eem tackling for one teem and also five pounds in Y0.I

money to be paid him by my Executors.
tern. I g,ve and bequeath unto my beloved son Davi.l

Gardmer and to his heirs and assigns forever all my land'
tenements and Hereditaments and all my Real EstatJ wlni-

E gland and I also give and bequeath unto my said s,,,, 
David all my personal estate being in the Colony of Con-- 
^ecticut aforesaid and also the two thirds parts of my per
sonal estate on my Island not above disposed of.
r.rrr' ^ bequeath unto my beloved son Abraham
Gardiner and to his heirs and assigns forever all my Laud 
tenements and all my Real estate whatsoever lying and bdug
of New 7o k'^ f Easthampton aforesaid in the proviue,- 
Ai, , ^ bequeath to my said sonAbraham all my teem tackling teem wainage and utensils of

give Tnt7 ^ Easthampton aforesaid and also I
give unto my said son Abraham one negro slave named

ofeo and also one Negro slave named Will and also dl 
my stock of living Creatures of what kine soever Iha; , 
have m Easthampton aforesaid.


